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Lake Peipsi and Lake
Võrtsjärv:

- in Northern Europe

- part of the Baltic Sea
- basin



Is Estonia the world's smallest 
country?

• Area: 45 227 km² 

• Population: 1.3 mil



Landscapes



Waterbodies in Estonia



Waste-water treatment plant



Beaver damages



Mires –valuable wetlands in Estonia



Examples about buildings



Historical buildings



Living houses in countryside



Võrtsjärv Limnological 
Centre
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Lake Peipsi
- Largest transboundary lake in Europe,

shared by Estonia (44%) and Russia 
(56%)

- Surface area 3,550 km²;  Catchment 
area 47,800 km2

- Shallow - 7 m average

Lake Võrtsjärv
- Surface area – 270 km2

- Catchment area – 3,374 km2 (103 km2 in 
Latvia)

- Extremely shallow - average depth 2.8 m



EMAJÕGI RIVERLAND
Connect Lake Võrtsjärv with Baltic sea 

via Lake Peipsi and Narva River



-Water Management Plan

-Lake Võrtsjärv General Planning 

-Võrtsjärv Centre –
Lake Museum 

-Water Level Discussions 

-Phare CBC joint project
with GNF

ACTIVITIES CARRIED THROUGH IN 
LAKE VÕRTSJÄRV REGION



Long-period change of annual maximum and 
minimum water level of L. Võrtsjärv
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Examples about the total and active volume of 
L. Võrtsjärv in different winter conditions



Correlation between O2 concentration and 
ice regime caracteristics in winter
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Lake Võrtsjärv at high (1999) and
low (1996) water level



Correlation between atmospheric circulation 
indicies (NAO) and water level of Lake Võrtsjärv
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The website of Lake Võrtsjärv Foundation

http://www.hot.ee/vjarv/



THANK YOU!
WELCOME TO ESTONIA


